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Since Lintroduced my highest award, the Krill Tro Thargo, some time аро, 
rthlets have clamoured (о be honoured by the Mighty One. 
ou seem to have got the idea thatthe Krill Tro i 
ders (0 my scrotnig comic. True, this is 
n be bestowed on any 
ome up 
thrill-powered 


many, man 
However, some of 


given only for introdu 


one of the prime qualifi 


event 一 anythin 


same. agai 


SPLUNDIG VUR THRIGG! 


WAITING FOR PAGES 


Dear Tharg, 

If my memory banks serve me 
well | remember that you said 
that the Nerve Centre would be 
lengthened to two pages. But it 
hasn't happened. Why is this, О 
Mighty One? 

Terran Peter Bell, Belfast. £3 
Winner. 


Your memory banks are ob- 
viously not serving you well, 
Terran Peter! I ran many 
double-page Nerve Centres dur- 
ing the first half of 1981 but 
returned to single pages when 
extra space was needed to 
launch the arrival of Mega- 
Thrill-Power in the summer of 
581. I suggest you get yourself a 
total circuit overhaul im- 


mediately. 


VOTE HERE! 


new rea 
tions, but my honou 
Earthlet whose actions I judge worthy of recogn 
with a zarjaz idea, perform a worthwhile deed, 


on. So, you ca 
form me of 


at all — and still be awarded the ultima 
colade, the Krilt Tro Thargo. From that moment, your life will never be (he 


THAR 


FIRST DAY ICE-BREAKER 
Dear Tharg, 

Recently | started a new school. On the 
first day | took along Prog 237 of your zarjaz 
comic. A boy asked me if he could have a 
look at it. | said all right and he went back to 
his desk. Fifteen minutes later he came back 
with it and said he would start to collect it. | 
then showed it around the rest of the class. 
About eight other boys said they would col- 
lect it. Not bad, eh? 

Earthlet Philip Wright, Blacon, Ches. £3 
Winner. 


Not bad at all, although each prog should be 
studied for at least half-an-hour if the full 
benefits of thrill-power are to be experienc- 
ed. 


WOULD YOU CREDIT IT? 
Dear Tharg, 

| have a complaint! There was a wrong 
Credit Card on Ace Trucking Co. in Prog 
241. It said Art Robot Be/ardinelli instead of 
Art Robot Gibson. How did this mistake get 
into your powerful progs? 
Terran Chris Sewter, Derby. £3 Winner. 


auuiA £3 ‘чеблошею yınog 
Jəjyuez Аа имел] 


ںا 


МОУЗИ! JHL 91711 


———a 


> А 


You have finely-tuned optical circuits, 
Terran Chris. This was indeed an oversight 
and Mek-Quake is awaiting the droid 
responsible. However, it should be under- 
stood that Art Robot Gibson was running on 
an emergency programme due to the fact 
that communication links with Art Robot 
Belardinelli had temporarily been disrupted. 
This necessitated re-programming all the 
Credit Cards for that story sequence and, 
obviously, a clumsy droid managed (о miss 
one. 


۶۸۸0 


THRILL-POWER CURES 


Borag Thungg, Tharg, 

In Prog 240 | was reading the ‘Timothy 
Tate’ story. Before starting the story | had 
the hiccups. They were very un-zarjaz. Half- 
way through the story my hiccups had com- 
pletely gone. This proves that thrill-power 
can cure hiccups. 

Earthlette Andrea Garratt, Swindon, 
Wilts. £3 Winner. 


Wrong. It was the sharp Future Shock 
that cured you! 


Each week Tharg displays your drawings 
entre. Т! 

big cash prizes for every entry publi 
so write to him now! The address is: 
THARG'S NERVE CENTRE, COMMAND 
MODULE 2018, KING'S REACH TOWER, 
STAMFORD STREET, LONDON 5Е1 915. 
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List your three favourite stories 


IN THIS PROG on the couponand 
1 enclose it with your entry. I 
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WIEN TRUCKER ACE CARP HAS HAD 
HIS SPACE TRUCK STOLEN BY А GANG 
OF LUBJACKERS. NOW, ОМ THE PLANET 
AARO, ACE AND HIS CREW REPORT THE | 
THEFT TO THE EALACTIC POLICE 一 SCRIPT ROBOT 
GRANT GROVER 
ART ROBOT 
BELARDINELLI 
LETTERING ROBOT 
STEVE POTTER 


22 COMPU-73e 
сте ہی‎ 


ACE GARP'S BEEN 
HIJACKED, EH? THAT'S 
А 6000 ONE! SERVES 
YOU RIGHT, GARP, YOU А 


TROUBLE-MAKER! 
НА НА МА: 


YOU BONEHEAD JEEPIES! Es 


OOKYDOO HANDIN' OUT THE 
= BUT WHEN IT COMES TO JIPPIN' REAC 


GANG AIN'T SO EASY 
TO FIND! @AOOOS, YOU'RE AS MUCH USE ASA 
AND AS FOR YOUR MAGGOT IN АМ M-STORM! 


SMART- RTS, INDRED 
JEEPIE! WHY AINTCHA OTHERS! MORGUL'S GANG'S 
EMPTYSIDE HIPPIN* PROBABLY SOLO IT” 

АМ" ALREADY ! 


МА N 
فی ہس تنا‎ MY 
«us? 


INSURANCE? 
ace: No 
SENSE GETTING 


b N WHAT 
N W INSURANCE? 
ass, A | pave 


IT 15 ONE UNHAPPY LUGGING 
CREW WHO CONSOLE THEM- 
SELVES AT THE 40667645” 


HEY, 60665! 
ANGE THREE 
UNION SOCIAL CLUB— 


a pl MACMACS FOR 
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HEY, GARP! | LOBE YOU'RE CHUG OFF, ҚУ” we're FLAT 
LOOKIN! FOR WORK! WHY DONTCHA KIAH- VON DIESER! S 
TRY А CARE MOLISE— THAT POINTY I AIN'T IN THE MOOD N 
MEAO O' YOURS WOULD BE JUS TO GANDY VONE N 
DANDY FOR WON’ CONTE: PONES WITH УА: 


EAN 


COULDN'T HELP X 
дуб, IN? YA, ACE! 


50 HAPPENS 1 JUST. DER ROM" 
۳ THE SHALBO 


HOW ‘BOUT IT, BOYS? 
| OFFER 6000 BYMS, 6000 
FOO— TUCKER TRUCKIN' ALL 
ROUND! WHADDYA SAY? 


FEEK ТОО. 
ACE ALWAYS 
LOUISE 一 


WELL, THINK ITOVER 
GOOD BUDDIES. IF YOU ' 


YOUR BRAINS, 
YOU CAN REACH ME ON МУ 
LUG, THE 060 PEART, 


BUT BETTER 
DEVIL You 
KNOW, Hi 


NOT QUITE, 
ACE. | CAN USE 
OUR BIFFO AND 


у v 
THE BONY ENGINEER— 

ВОТ | GOT No NEED 7 
FOR A Z の @- 1 
JOCK? | 

о 
5 HU 7 


ү» Ми 


رسپ 
7 


ESSE В ыс 6151 = 
BEFORE THE LUGJACK, FEEK HAD RELEASED A 
SWARM OF 22775 IN THE ENGINE 
ROOM AS A FRESH FOOD SUPPLY— 


RT 


MORGUI 
Y GANG JACKED 
US, THEY HITCHED 
AN OVERRIDE 


k WE し し 
ВИР IT IN 
THE JOCK 


GUESS SHE 75 YOUR AN THE 
LUG AFTER ALLACE. BUT WHAT | GLOOMSIDE TRUCKIN', 
AM £ GONNA bo? | JUST PAID | FATTY! WELL SEE ' JA 

400 BIG BYMS FOR YOU GET YOUR 

۷۷۸-۴ BYMS BACK! 


NONEST CEKV'S LCUCMART, | 
ONE OF AARO'S MANY ORBITING 
SPACE TRUCK SALES DEPOTS — 


Kos 


ONCE THE DEVICE 15 REMOVED, 
7; THE SHIP'S COMPUTER, 
RETURNS TO NORMAL — 


ЈУ GEE! NEVER THOUGHT I'D SAY 
THIS — BUT IT'S NICE TO SEE YA, 
АСЕ! WHAT HAPPENED 


мо 
BLUBBERONI, 
ACE! IT ی۸‎ 


IN THE MANAGER'S OF FICE— 


SOLD YOU A STOLEN TRUCK? 
DO TRY TO の 


k 2 


ER IT WAS YOU TRUCK 
HONEST EEKI'S TUCKER, GOOD 


MISTAKE, AND IT'S BUDDY: KON 
ONLY FAIR THAT YOU'RE WALL TO 
HONEST ЕЕК! SHOULD WALL AN! TREETOP 
TAKE THE LOSS! HERE ТАСС! I'LL JUST 
YOU ARE, MR ARKU EYEBALL YOUR 


— YOUR MONEY STOCK АМ"5СОВЕ ` 


REFUNDED IN MYSELF ANOTHER 
FULL! LUG! 


WHAT Do WE THAT'S A NEGATORY, W 
DO NOW, ACE? ©-@-({/ THAT LUG MANAGER で 
TRUCK OUT AND 5 
SEE IF WE САМ 
PICK UP 


NOT FATTY'S 
Loss— your 


"PRECIATE 
YOUR HELP, 
ACE. BEEN A 


8+3? MRL SOm 


SLATER O SLAYERS, AND OFFO; 
GRIP ON THE BERKSHIRE TOWN... PECIALLY IN THE MARKET 


CASING THE ARENA ‘MEANS 
GETTING TO KNOW EVERY 
INCA OF THE AREA OVER 
WHICH THE WAR-GAME WILL 
BE PLAYED а. 


WA - WAY MACE 
2 АСС 
LURGERITO С. 


IS LUST A 
V PIECE OF 
LHOWMAN- 
E 一 
DELIGNED 7O 
TERRIS | 


2 
мтс А TERRIFYING МЕГ 


[TE CERTA/INCY 


READING... IM THE VEAR 2025. THE EXCITEMENT 
GENERATED ВУ THE COMING STREET FOOTBALL MATCH BETWEEN 
INVADERS ¿C TIGHTENING ZE 


THE GROTESQUE INVADERS” 
FROM OXFORD HOLD NO FEARS 
FOR YOUNGER EF. ےس‎ 
ENTHUSIAST. "74 


/ 


CAN (HAVE 
YOUR AUTOGRAPH 
PLEASE, ZCYKON ? 


WAY NOT, 
СДИ 
ECARTHLING > 
GIVE «с VER 
=. 


COME BA 
TO MY ےم مم‎ 
SHIP, BABY P 


9 №, 


ELECTRO TAB. 


MOT FAR AWAY, IMA SUBTERRANEAN | 
SHOPPING CENTRE, LOME OF THE | 
と ダル と で ARE S/M: REV INVOLVED. 
> ہے‎ 
ON С Ес 


/ WHAT 20 
VOU THINK, 
TEAM? 


SERIPT ROBOT 
A.RIDGEWAY 
ART ROBOT 


| 4 
| LETTERING ROBOT 
| 24/769. 
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ЖЕ ALL RIGHT, 
ッッ グマ ОУ 
LOME OF 2% 


E 
олор PLAYERS! 


“қ 


ETT 


hi 


=//_ 


1777 A 
Ж 


۷ 


А 


Г 


۵ 
LIKE 


LOOKS 


AN'I DON'T 
LIKE THE GORL- 


YOUR ИР-ЖЯМ,, 
で の の マク ンダ 


"YEAH LITLE BE IDENTICAL TO THE SOUND- 
STAGE USED IN THE NATIONALE ROCK 
FESTIVAL, WHICH, AS YOU KNOW, С 
HELD EACH VEAR AT READING...” 

= 


TONE THING’ 
FOR LE. £ 5 


2 


yl, 
۷۷ 


£ 
THEY RE 
K سرت‎ 
BANDSTAND 
70 MAKE ROOM 
FOR THE SCORE 
MODEL 


HE, 2 
% А бу? 
PULL (ENT GOING TO Ä = 


ИЕ; 
LIKE 7 Е BLASTEO THING. 


2 
DEFEND “ 
BUTI DON'T NEED, 
DEFENDING, CHIP... 
REL تر‎ 


237 
一 толу 
% OBEYING N 
INSTRUCTIONS. ! 


7 = 
THATS WHAT 
I MEAN Í THE 
LPONSORL 


THEY DIDNT JUST 
HURT MY BROTHER, 
AID +. «THEY TEAMED 
UPTO KILL タク プン 


ОНИ MT) 
RSONNEL MISSILE!) 
5% Z CAME FROM 
ШАА SOMEWHERE HP 
9ےہ‎ 0۷ THAT MOUND ғ, 
eN 


/ THOUGHT 
THE. IT id 


BEA LACE رر‎ 
LOLITMHOE,./ 


> / GUESS N 
BUT NOT EVEN p VOU RE RIGHT, 1 
TALLOW сееео W... GONE CHIP. СО ウン の / BANKS OF THE RIKER 
ENOUGH АЁ МЕ von” ае \ A THAMES, AT CAVERSHAM. 


UND. 
NOLEO HIM OUT GOING TO NEED 
IN TIME A BODYGUARD! 


> 524 "| 


تر کا 


یکم تا 
سم и у‏ 


WHAT ABOUT 
THAT, MATT PIE 


YOU WANT, 
TAIL クル BEAUTY 
ンク ey の の 
THE HEXAGON 000 
STRAIGHT THROUGH 
THE WALL! 


TRAINING. 
„весомое? 


IL COT A の 
と ANOA 


どの ダン ー ル タク./ の スン と 


A HUNOREÖ 2ه‎ 
AN А 7094 


PEOPLE OF 4 
N, READING HAVE W 
EVER SEEN 


ANYTHING 
A АА АСА THD 
BEFORE! 


¿+ AND ALL ROA! 
LEID TOREADI 2 


IN OTHER PARTS OF THE TOWN, THE TALK OF 
EVACUATING RESIDENTE FROM STREETS 
THAT LIE WITHIN THE PLAYING ZONE, 
CONTINUEL LMOOTHLY coe = 


ЕЕ); LET ME, 
GET THIL STRAIGHT LE 
OUR 045 12 SMASHED 
UD DURING THE GAME, 
WELL GET Я BRAND-NEW 
PLACE, COMPLETE 
WITH FURNITURE 
AN CARRETE RIGHT 7 


РР 

20 OUR LEGALLY- М 

る の その と タタ と ее” 
GUARANTEE. 7 


SUDDENLY . 
ITS GUIDANCE COMPUTER 
SQUAWKS AN ALARM me 


ALERT! ALERT! 
DISTRESS SIGNAL 
EMITTING FROM 
PLANET BELOW. 
REGULATIONS 
STATE... 


OKAY, PAL, ES 
Lm NOE EACK, WHAT HAPPENED. .3 
PES; 


OF. 
OPERATORS, DESPITE 
WHAT IT SAYS IM 
MY REPOR) 


HOMER IN OM THE 
SIGNALS SOURCE 
К AND FOHND A SMALL 


ELLE 


b SWE ENDED ИР, LFWAY DOWN, 
DOWN THe Сомад 7; a 
у HEY! 
OF A BIT OF FREELANCE YOU'RE CUTE 


WORK, СО CONG AS PEST CITT LE FELLAS = 
DONT FIND OUT..." WOHLDN T LIKE 


SIMPLE PAL, 
CUME on ay VESSEL, 


77 
AND CLAIM THE 
INSURANCE моме) 


КУР! || SERIPT ROBOT 


K.GOSNECE 
ART ROBOT 
JOHN HIGGINS: 


LETTERING ROBOT 
PETE KNIGHT. 
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7 MADE IT TO سے‎ 2; 
THE SHIP—JUST {* Š 4 
ë 2 v 
607 70 
ы THE: (Же er 
A 4 THEM IL 
ao SN ` = 8042 М2 ГД 
> у АДА THERE! 
Р as қ 
U 


; = = 2 4 = 
"BUT SUDDENLY, МУ. ANGER | 
WAS TURNED TO AWE. е Zone 
ALADDIN‘ CAVE! 7 
ےی‎ VALUABLE A 
2 NGS THE 
لے‎ = 
E 1 
2 ラジ ラー ニテ 
BACK TOPSIOE, <= 
(€ OLD GUY. = 
WASN'T. テカ ンス と е 


Š G 
5 z N қ | 4. С mar Е 
№ 1 A 2%, LEE > 
| И" Ла 
= 
JA Y 
p | | 
7) 
/ 
ў H 7 / 4 
ДИ 
> > っ = 5 
4 ТА 


NM 


EMERGED LOOKING 
45; 13 (22622 AND 
VÄ CLUTCHING 77 
CAN ОУ ریم نے‎ 
AS A HEAP OF الال‎ 


FIRST CONCERN, 
Z€ THAT THING? 


“HE WAS 0 A 

NO ULE SELLING COPIES OF THE 

THING- YOUR FIRST CUSTOMER 
(LD DO THE CAME THING. 1 


LECONO, 
MONA LISA'S 
ARING, 
КЕ KNOW 


ETT 
HAT WAL COMING, 
GAVE IN го EASIC 


RY WELL-BUT 
WM Tote 
BEFORE 1 COLE 77۰۰ 


HEY THAT 18 ONE 
267 = 


Бы 


۹ 


WE'VE GOT 


To GET THE С! 


7 


W 


N 


| 
\ је 


Bala ле 
Oh 2 


5 


£ THEIR WAY, BETTY 
DEF — CRAZED IDA МАМ. 


= i 


MOS 1 1 
ИҢ 2۸۶۵۵ 18 IN BAD SHAPE BUT 
EVEN SO THERE 15 A GRIM AURA 


eae > 
W 
- [LLB 


EU 


DREDD FINDS АМ UNDAMAGED 
(JU SKIMMER AMONG A TANGLE 
E OF ABANDONED VEHICLES — 


БА5Т-МЕ6 

/ARHEAD ! WE'RE 
A SITTING TARGET 
WITHOUT THE WALL 


THE CHIEF 
TO MED-BAY. 
OPS 


BENEATH, ONE OF MEGA-CITY ONE'S. 
Д TOP SECRET TACTICAL COMMA, 
BUNKERS — THE THREE FORTIFIED 
STRONGHOLDS FROM WHICH THE 
CITY 18 CONTROLLED IN TIME OF WAR— 


ip 


YOU'LL HAVE i 


4 Ба. ; 
ТО DO ІТ ОМ THE ВУ USE OF SOPHISTICATED 
> MOVE МЕ GOT ELECTRO- MAGNETIC É 
THINGS TO Do. W 7 TECHNIQUES, A BROKEN Re 
i BONE COULD BE HEALED E 
> IN MINUTES — > 
2 3 1 g2 „а = ا‎ 
ا‎ W + 


_ = 
ع6 هلال‎ BUNTON, STAFF. 
CONTROLLER 728 EAST— | CALL. 
COMING 
IN FROM EAST. 


TACTICAL COMMAND 


1 
BUNKER WORTH REPORTS 5 ° 
> HOW'S 
VEO 一 N6, || THAT, 
UMED DEAD. 5 DREDD? 
TcB 7 ЈЕ 
(= 8 ZA 
о Й r 
1 N に 
DEAD A 2 


YOUR DEFENCES ARE IN RUINS. 
YOU'RE AT OUR MERCY. JUST IN CASE 
YOU HAVE ANY LINGERING DOUBTS, WE 

HAVE ARRANGED A SUITABLE 
DEMONSTRATION. 


DY 
ایر یج‎ N 
6 

7 ١ 
Р. OS 


EAST- MEG 
MISSILES 
APPROACHING 
FAST, SOUTH 
SECTORS! 


ISOMERS, 


=== 


= 


ESCAPE OF THE МЕЛ 
¡MAN 

UNAWARE THAT THE! Evit ГС, 7 
18 ٤۴ 

АЙЕ, PLANET AFTER 

| PLANET JOINS THE 

22224 АС 

WEMESIS..! 


Ja 
АСТ 
U 


D 


SUDDENLY.. 


N М, 
Š N ١ار‎ = 


NY: 
"SINGS 


CARUDA, PLANET OF THE RUKHANS WHO ELY 
INTO ACTION ON THEIR MIBROCRIEFS.... 


T TO FIGHT THE TERMINATORS 
ON THEIR SPECIALLY-TRAINED | / 
2 FIREORAKES... 
سپچ‎ 2 
KN A 


+. IN THE MOST SAVAGE 
OF AIR-BATTLES ° 


TERMINATORS — 15 4050 
FIGHTING FOR THE RUKHANS.. . 
۲ 7 7 


) “0ءء‎ 00 0 17 SI 
PURITY BROWN = ONE OF THE 
N HUMANS WHO ARE AGAINST THE A.) 
A 


7 


sm BUT / DO KNOW! 
‘TIS BETTER TO DIE 
FIGHTING THAN FACE 

THE TERRIBLE 

DEVIL WARLOCK HAS 
IN Roe. FOR 


жос دہ‎ 
YOU SS N 
291 << DON'T KNOW WHAT NW S 
ALIENS 09 TOMAMAN NX 
PRISONERS? 


1 A, 
| > 


IN THE DESERTED TOWN 
OF NU HAMELIN, ROGUE 
IS Al TOD 


WITHIN THE COMPUTER'S 
ITRY, THE ELECTROSTATIC 
RGES THAT WERE HELM 
AND) BAGMAN ARE DESPERATELY 一 


OY LIKE 
ONLY THEY'RE 
"NORTS! 


Dun y ЖК 18 


4 پا‎ TOGETHER, 
ING A POSITIVE 
HARGE 


Credit Card: 


SCRIPT ROBOT 
GERRY FINLEY-DAY 


ART ROBOT 
COLIN WILSON 


LETTERING ROBOT 
BILL NUTTALL 
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OUTSIDE... 


CAN'T...HOLD ОМ... 
ANY LONGER! BAGMAN 
AND... HELM MUST... 

HAVE. ..FAILED! 


IT’S 
CAUGHT ME! 
۱-۱۸ GOING, 

BAGMAN! 


JA TRYING TO 
# HOLD ON BY THE 
U.— BURN 


THEM AWAY! 


THEY'RE RIGHT 
BEHIND US! 


JUST GET READY TO 
JUMP ASIDE. I'VE PROGRAMMED 
A SURPRISE FOR THEM IN HERE! 


И; 5 
MY SURPRISE WAS A J 24. 
SUBTRACT CALCULATION. 
SOON AS THEY WALKED IN > а 
THE COMPUTER HAD TO Y 
DELETE THEM? N 


AND NOW WE'RE 
FREE TO FINISH THE 
JOB. LET'S MOVE! 


THIS IS 
IT, GUNNAR... 
THE END! 


AND, AS ROGUE 
TRANSFERRED 


2 
ويه‎ 
ںا‎ — Niya 
у № 
/ 7 А JA 
2-22 


А WORLD АТ WAR IS EVEN 
WEIRDER. AT LEAST COMPUTERS 
RUN ON LOGIC, ВИТА PLANET'S 
POPULATION TRYING TO DESTROY 
ITSELF. . . THAT'S THE 
WEIRDEST. 


[0212002001] 
0 


<ام yaw‏ 
بے 


у 
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NEXT 
PROG 


THE 'DREAM-WEAVERS' 
CAN WARP THE MIND! 
THE NORTS HAVE THEM 
— IT'S UP TO ROGUE TO 
STOP THEM! 


BONUS! 
THRILL!' 
Zarjaz Nemesis! 
Pin-up! Сгедо!! 


FUTUREWAR 
WITH 
ROGUE TROOPER 


HOW TO ACTIVATE YOUR LASER 
PLANE CUTAWAY 

Detach the second part of your scrotnig Laser 
Plane cutaway drawing from the back of this prog. 
Together with part one, which you have saved from 
last week, carefully trim all excess white paper from 
borders. Paste down onto thin card, taking care to 
match up both halves exactly. Display on available 
wall surface or file away in your security-protected 
data banks. 


8 STICKERS 


For your Panini FOOTBALL '82 ALBUM 


8 more stickers free to get your collection of 516 stickers off to a great 
Start. Featuring a fantastic display of stars, teams and team badges 
from the English First, Second and Third Division and Scottish 
Premier and First Division sides, this 72-page album is a must for 
all soccer tans. 

See Bryan Robson, Justin Fashanu, Kevin Keegan, Kenny 
Dalglish, Gordon Strachan, and many others in full colour .. 
and remember you can join the great race and be first to 
complete your collection by buying more stickers from many 
newsagents at 6p per packet of 4 


stickers shown here are part of the collection bul аге not necessarily among those given 
Mee with Shoot 


Free stickers vull only be given away with issues of Shoot dated January 23 and January 30 
Don't miss this soccer bonanza іп 


On sale Fri., 22 January 


Top for action, stars and value ... you can't buy a better soccer magazine. 


KEY 1) Laser Gun 


2) Target Radar 

3) Laser 

4) Laser Fuel (СО2) 

5) Laser Beam Control 


Drawn By Bill Le Fever 


Shown here is a cutaway diagram of 
what is probably the world's first 
operational airborne laser weapon 
This carbon dioxide laser is a ther- 
mal, or heat-producing weapon, and 
is designed to knock out missiles and 
enemy aircraft in flight. The ten- 
tonne unit has been installed in a 
USAF NKC-135, a military version of 
the familiar Boeing 707. It is still in, 
the experimental stage, and much 
more powerful versions are planned, 
but even this relatively low-powered device has 
already knocked out small missiles in tests. It is hoped 
in the near future to conduct a far more convincing 
demonstration when plans have been finalised for 
testing it against a Polaris missile in flight! 


Assuming these tests are successful and more power- 
ful operational versions are installed in more aircraft, 
the bottom picture demonstrates the awesome power 
of such weapons in air combat. Travelling at the 
speed of light, the laser beam сап. intercept any 
enemy plane instantly, giving it no chance to evade 
destruction or to retaliate with its own, relatively 
slow-moving, armament. Whether or not these ther- 
mal lasers will work as planned makes very little dif- 
ference, because they are only the first in an upcom- 
ing line of different beam weapons, some of which 
offer much deadiier possibilities, But whatever hap- 
bens, this carbon dioxide laser will almost certainly go 
down in history as the first truly science-fiction 
weapon to have become science-fact. 


